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INTRODUCTION. 



J])R. Priestley died on the 6th of February, 1804, having devoted himself 
during a large portion of his life of nearly 71 years, with remarkable 
energy and zeal, to the spread of Christianity. 

During his ten and a half years' residence in Birmingham, he exercised 
a wide influence by his religious teaching, his moral courage, and his fearless 
advocacy of the truth. 

The Churches comprised in the Midland Christian Union of Presby- 
terian, Unitarian, and other non-subscribing Churches, have decided to 
celebrate the lOOth Anniversary of his death by raising at least £5,000 by 
donations and a bazaar, such sum to be spent, under the direction of the 
Committee of the Union, in assisting the weaker Congregations, in the hope 
of their gradually becoming self-supporting. 

In the absence of any account of the Churches above mentioned, at a 
price within the reach of their Members generally, the Bazaar Committee 
have arranged for the issue of the present Handbook in the belief that it 
will not only be of interest to those closely connected with these Churches, 
but to a wider public also, and in the hope that by its sale a considerable 
sum will be realised for the Centenary Fund. 



Joseph Priestley, LL.D., F.R.S. 



Joseph Priestley was born on the 24111 (I3lh old style) March, 1733, at Fieldhead, about 
six miles from Leeds. His father was Jonas PriesUey, and his mother was the only child 
of Joseph Swift, a farmer at Shafton, near Wakefield. Priestley was the eldest of fjur sons 
and two daughters. His mother died in 1739, and his father married again six years later, 
and there were three daughters by the second marriage. His mother being dead, he was 
taken in hand by an aiiiil, Mrs. Keighley, who sent him to school. While at the Grammar 
School he learned Annet's shorthand, and corresponded with the author. He went to the 
academy at Daventry (formerly under Dr. Doddridge) in September, 1752, and left in 1 755. 
Here lie took the heterodox side of almost every question, the students being equally divided 
on theological subjects, which were continually being discussed. In 1755. he went to Needham 
Market, a village near Ipswich, as assistant to Mr. Meadows, and was paid £30 a year. He 
was too far advanced in his views to suit his hearers, and the attendance fell off. He was 
glad to receive an invitation to Nantwich, whither he went in 1758, and took charge of the 
Congregation there. Here he wrote his English Grammar, in 1761, and kept a small school 
to eke out his income. In the same year he went to Warrington Academy, having been 
appointed "Tutor in the languages," but he would have preferred mathematics and natural 
philosophy. Here he married Mary, daughter of Isaac Wilkinson, an ironmaster near Wrexham, 
He employed a large part of his leisure in experiments in electricity, and kept up a corres- 
pondence with Dr. Franklin and other scienti6c men in London. 

With a salary of £ioo a year, and a bouse, it was difficult to make provision for a 
family. There being no prospect of an improvement, and his wife having bad health, he 
was glad to accept an invitation to Mill Hill Chapel, Leeds, and be went there in September, 
1767. Here he "continued six years very happy with a liberal, friendly, and harmonious 
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Congregation, to whom my services were very acceptable." He continued his experiments on 
electricity and air, and read a paper on the subject in 1772 before the Royal Society, for 
which he received their gold medal. While at Leeds he accepted an offer to go a voyage 
to the South Seas with Captain Cook, but was objected to by some clergymen in the Board 
of Longitude on account of his religious principles. His friendship with Theophilus Lindsey 
(then Vicar of Catterick), now began, and continued to the end of his life. 

Priestley left Leeds in 1773, and for seven years lived in the family of the Earl of 
Shelburne (afterwards Marquis of Lansdowne), as literary companion, spending the summer at 
Calne, in Wiltshire, and a great part of the winter in London. On August 1st, 1774, he 
made his discovery of oxygen, and in the same year went a tour through Flanders, Holland, 
Germany, and Paris with Lord Shelburne. 

His engagement came to an end in 1780, and he went to live in Birmingham in the 
autumn. He preached at the New Meeting on December 31st for the first time after being 
elected successor to Mr. Hawkes. His Sundays were fully occupied with teaching and preaching. 
His week-days were devoted to his philosophical pursuits and theological writings. A variety 
of causes aroused the opposition of the clergy of the Church of England to Priestley and the 
dissenters, and they were charged with trying to overturn both Church and State. The story of 
the 14th July, 1791, and three following days, has been often told : about the inflammatory hand- 
bills, the dinner at Dadley's Hotel, the infuriated mob crying "Church and King,*' the burning 
and destruction of Meeting Houses and private houses belonging to Dissenters, and the flight 
of Dr. Priestley. He eventually reached London, and succeeded his friend. Dr. Price, at Gravel 
Pit Chapel, Hackney. In April, 1794, he went to America, and settled in Northumberland, about 
130 miles north-west of Philadelphia, and there he died, on the 6th of February, 1804. 

The portrait, facing the title page, is from the engraving by Holloway, after the painting 
by Artaud, made just before Priestley went to America. The portrait on the cover is from 
the medallion by Wedgwood. 



Birmingham. 



OLD MEETING CHURCH, BRISTOL STREET. 



T^HE first meeting house was built in Old Meeting Street, then called Phillip Street, in 
1689, and was a plain building, with four gables. It was partly destroyed in the 
Sacheverell riots, on July 17th, 1 71 5. In 1747, a small section of the Congregation protested 
against the teaching of Unitarianism, and being outvoted on the election of a new minister 
they withdrew and founded the Congregation which now meets in Carrs Lane Chapel. The 
Old Meeting was destroyed in the Priestley riots on July 14th, 1791, and was rebuilt on the 
same site, the Chapel being opened on the 4th October, 1795. On the 7th October, 1885, 
the present Church was opened, the London and North Western Railway Company having 
acquired the buildings in Old Meeting Street for enlarging their Station. 

MINISTERS. 



WILLIAM TURTON. M.A. 1686-1716) 



Colleague— DAN\EL GREENWOOD 



EDWARD BRODHURST 1714-1730 ) 

DANIEL MATTOCK 1732-1746 ) Colleagues 1. JOSEPH WILKINSON 

WILLIAM HOWELL 1746-1770 S 2. SAMUEL CLARK 

RADCLIFFESCHOLEFIELD 1772-1799 

Colleagues - 1 . NATHANIEL NICKOLS . . . . 

2. JOHN COATES 

1801-1821 

Colleagues-]. JOHN CORRIE. F.R.S 

2. STEPHEN WEAVER-BROWNE. B.A. 
HUGH HUTTON, M.A. 1822-1851 

CHARLES CLARKE . 1851-1882 

JOSEPH WOOD .... 1884- 



ROBERT KELL 



1700-1730 

1739-1756 
1756-1769 

1779-1784 
1785-1801 

1817-1819 
1819-1821 
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Birmingham. 



CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH BROAD STREET. 



A BOUT 1692 a Congregation was formed at the Lower Meeting House, Deritend. It moved 
to the New Meeting in Moor Street, which was opened on April 19th, 1732. Dr. Priestley 
was minister here from December 1780, to July, 1791, when his Chapel was destroyed in the 
Church and King riots. The new building was opened on July 22nd, 1802. On the removal 
to the Church of the Messiah in Broad Street, at the end of 1861, the old Chapel was sold 
to the Roman Catholics. 

MINISTERS. 



JOHN SILLITOE . . . . 


1692-1704 


THOMAS PICKARD 


1 705- 1 747 


SAMUEL BOURN . 


1732-1754 


SAMUEL BLYTH . 


1747-1791 


WILLIAM HAWKES . 


1754-1780 


JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. LL.D. . 


1780-1791 


JOHN EDWARDS . 


1 79 1 - 1 802 


DAVID JONES. 


1792-1795 


JOHN KENTISH 


1803-1853 


JOSHUA TOULMIN. D.D. . 


1804-1815 


JAMES YATES. M.A. . 


1817-1826 


JOHN REYNELL WREFORD. 


D.D 




1826-1831 


Note. — It will be seen from the a 


bove dates that down to 



SAMUEL BACHE .... 1832-1868 

HENRY ENFIELD DOWSON. B.A. 

1863-1867 

HENRY WILLIAM CROSSKEY. LL.D. 

1 869- 1 893 

W. J. B. TRANTER 1884- 

Home Missionary. 
RICHARD THOMAS NICHOLSON 

Assistant Minister. 1889-1892 

JAMES CROSSLEY 1892-1894 

LAWRENCE PEARSALL JACKS. M.A. 

1894-1903 

JOHN WORSLEY AUSTIN. M.A. 

1903- 

1893 the Congregation generally had two Co-Pastors. 
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Birmingham. 



NEWHALL HILL CHURCH 



Tn the year 1834, a dispute arose between the Sunday School Committee and the Teachers* 
Society connected with the New Meeting, the latter body resenting what they considered 
undue interference with their actions. A deputation from each side met and discussed the 
matter, but they could come to no agreement. The greater number of the male teachers left 
in August, and shortly afterwards opened the " New Unitarian Sunday School,'' in Cambridge 
Street. The cause prospered and more room was required. A freehold site was bought in 
Newhall Hill, and the present Church and Schools were built, the total cost exceeding £4,000. 
The opening ceremony took place on the lOth July, 1840. Various improvements have been 
made in the buildings since their erection, first in 1856, then in 1878, and about £1,500 was 
spent in 1896, when the apse was put in, and the old organ was replaced by a new one. 



MINISTERS. 



JAMES CRANBROOK 1848-1850 

JAMES COOPER .... 1850-1851 

ARCHIBALD FORBES MACDONALD. M.A. 

1852- 

JOHN CUCKSON .... 1873-1881 

ROBERT LAIRD COLLIER. D.D. 1881-1883 



SAMUEL FLETCHER WILLIAMS 

1 884- 1 889 

WILLIAM MELLOR 1889-1892 

ADDISON ALEXANDER CHARLESWORTH 

1893-1903 

THOMAS PAXTON 1904- 



From 1 834 to 1 848 and from 1 852 to 1 873 the Services were conducted by laymen. 
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Birmingham. 



WAYERLEY ROAD CHURCH. SMALL HEATH. 



^T^HE foundation stone of this Church was laid by the Rev. Stopford A. Brooke on the 20th 
January, 1898, and the formal opening took place on the 8th October in the same 
year. During Mr. Sale's Ministry, the services were held in a Board School, first in Little 
Green Lane, and afterwards in Somerville Road. £900 of the cost of the Church was contributed 
by the Trustees of the Church of the Saviour, when they sold their Church to the Methodists. 
The total cost was about £3,200, including the freehold site. The pulpit is now vacant. The 
illustration shows the Church from the end as you enter from Waverley Road, looking towards 
the pulpit. The organ is hidden in a recess on the right. 



EDWARD JOSEPH SALE 



MINISTERS. 

J 894- 1895 HENRY HARROLD JOHNSON, B.A. 

1 89T- 1 899 
THOMAS A. GORTON 1902-1903 
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RICHARD EDWART 
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Birmingham. 



CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH DOMESTIC MISSION, 

LOWER FAZELEY STREET. 



At the Annual Meeting of the New Meeting Sunday Schools, September the 17th, 
1844, a resolution was passed to the eflfect that increased efficiency be given to the 
schools by establishing an evening school, and a plan for visiting the parents of the children 
and other poor persons in the district, and that it was particularly desirable to appoint a 
paid agent. The matter came before the Vestry Committee and the Congregation, and this 
was the origin of the New Meeting Ministry to the Poor, now known by the title above. A house 
in "the Gullet*' was taken in 1845, and licensed for worship in 1846. It became too small 
for its purpose, and a house in Bailey Street was taken in 1847, and for the same reason a 
move was made to Lawrence Street in 1848, where there were a chapel and classrooms. In 
1888, the Mission moved to its present quarters in Lower Fazeley Street, which had hitherto 
been occupied by the Free Christian Society (founded in 1861, by Sunday School Teachers 
from the New Meeting). The freehold was purchased, in 1903, by subscription. 



MINISTERS. 



JOHN GENT BROOKS 
RICHARD EDWARD DUNNE 
JOHN WILSON 



1 844- 1 854 
1854-1863 
1863-1882 



EDWARD THOMAS RUSSELL 1882-1886 
FREDERICK TEASDALE REED 1887-1890 
THOMAS PIPE .... 1891- 
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Birmingham. 



HURST STREET DOMESTIC MISSION. 



T^HIS Mission was founded on the 17th February, 1840, by the Unitarian Association for 
the Midland Counties, which was afterwards called the Birmingham Unitarian Domestic 
Mission Society. The first chapel was in Thorp Street, leading out of Hurst Street. It 
was a simple unpretentious building, made chiefly of wood. There were 151 subscribers, 
mainly belonging to the Congregations of the Old Meeting, the New Meeting and Newhall 
Hill Church. A new chapel was built in Hurst Street in 1884, with schoolrooms underneath, 
and new schoolrooms were built in Wrottesley Street, behind the chapel, ten years later. 
Further extensions and alterations were made in 1859, 1870 and 1888. The large room on the 
first floor has been known for some years past as the People's Hall. 



THOMAS BOWRING 
JOHN ROBERTSON 
BENJAMIN WRIGHT 



MINISTERS. 



1 840- 1 853 
1853-1855 
1 855- 1 88 1 



JAMES BULLOCK GARDNER 
WILLIAM JOSHUA CLARKE 



1881-1885 
1885- 
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STEPHEN DAVIES 
GEORGE HAMPTON, 
HERBERT JENKINS 
PETER USHER 
CUBITT BOARDMAN 



Banbury. 



CHRISTCHURCH CHAPEL. HORSEFAIR. 



Oo far as has been ascertained, the first Unitarian Chapel was known as the Great Meeting 
House, and it stood in front of the land now occupied by the present Church. In 
1850 the old building had become unfit for use. The land behind it, belonging to the Con- 
gregation, was chosen as the site of the new Church. It was opened for public worship on 
the l6th August, 1850. The Congregation is at present without any Minister of its own. 



MINISTERS. 



STEPHEN DA VIES 1709-1739 

GEORGE HAMPTON. M.A. 1739-1796 

HERBERT JENKINS (Assistant) 1792-1796 

PETER USHER .... 1796-1814 

CUBITT BOARDMAN HUBBARD 

1815-1843 



HENRY HUNT PIPER 

JAMES McDowell . 

CHARLES CASE NUTTER 
DAVID HEAP . . . . 
WILLIAM BIRKS . 
HENRY HILL . . . . 



1843-1853 
1854-1863 
1864-1884 
1 884- 1 887 
1 887- 1 888 
1892-1900 
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JOSEPH ECCLESHA 

PEACH . 

PAUL RUSSELL 

GEORGE DOUGHTY 

Joint Ministry with 
Meeting, Birmin; 

WILLIAM EDWARF 

RICHARD AMNER 

SAMUEL PARKEF 

WILLIAM ALLARI 

EVAN OWEN JOr 



COSELEY. 



OLD MEETING HOUSE. 



HPhe first meeting house was built in 1717. It was rebuilt in 1875, and opened on August 
lOth of that year. The Ministers, who were appointed jointly for Coseley and the New 
Meeting, Birmingham, as referred to below, were the Revs. Thos. Pickard, Samuel Bourn, 
Samuel Blyth, and Wm. Hawkes. 



MINISTERS. 



JOSEPH ECCLESHALL 

PEACH . . . . 
PAUL RUSSELL ... 
GEORGE DOUGHTY . 

Joint Ministry with the New ^ 



Meeting, Birmingham 
WILLIAM EDWARDS 
RICHARD AMNER 
SAMUEL PARKER 
WILLIAM ALLARD 
EVAN OWEN JONES 



) 



(?) 1662-1692 

1720-1732 

1732-1761 

1761-1775 
1775-1794 
1796-1797 
1798-1803 
1 804- 1 807 



RICHARD FRY 

JOHN SMALL .... 

JOHN COOPER . 

JOHN GORDON 

WILLIAM WHITELEGGE. M.A 

JOHN FIFE MANDERSON 

JOHN CALBRAITH LUNN 

JOSEPH EEDES FLETCHER 

WILLIAM ORR McGOWAN 

HENRY EACHUS . 



1807- 
1812- 
1827- 
1837- 
1840- 
1842- 
1847- 
1851- 
1855- 
1865- 



1812 
1826 
1835 
1840 
1842 
1847 
1851 
1854 
1863 
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Cradley. 



PARK LANE CHAPEU NETHEREND. 



HPhe first Meeting House was built in a field called Pensnet Meadow, and was opened in 
1707. Like the first meeting house at Dudley it was burnt down in 1715 in the 
Sacheverell riots. It was re-built in 1716, partly by Government aid. It continued to be used 
till 1796 when the present chapel was opened. This was built on a field in the middle of 
Netherend which had been bought by the Congregation a year or tv/o before. The old 
chapel was sold to the Wesleyan Methodists. It may be mentioned that the Rev. Wm. 
Bowen, referred to below, married a granddaughter of Dr. Priestley. 

MINISTERS. 



JOSIAH BASSET . 
JOSEr-H FOWNES 
NOAH JONES 
JOSEPH BAKER . 
JAMES SCOTT 
BENJAMIN CARPENTER 



1704-1735 
1735-1748 
1748-1762 
1762-1789 
1789-1827 
1807-1816 



Mr. Carpenter was minister of the Presbyterian Congregation 
at Stourbridge, and Co-pastor at Cradley with Mr. Scott. 

THOMAS WARREN 1817-1821 

Succeeded Mr. Carpenter at Stourbridge as Co*pastor. 



WILLIAM BOWEN. M.A. . 1828-1850 

WILLIAM COCHRANE 1850-1885 

JOHN JAMES WRIGHT. Assistant 1883-1884 

JAMES CROSSLEY 1885-1891 

ARTHUR ELLIS O'CONNOR. B.D. 

1891-1894 

1 894- 1 902 



EDWARD POTTER HALL 
ARROWSMITH HYDE SHELLEY 



1902- 



TH 



Dudley. 



OLD MEETING HOUSE, WOLVERHAMPTON STREET. 



HPhe first meeting house was built in 1702. It was burnt down in the Sacheverell riots on 
the l8th July, 1715. A grant was obtained from Parliament for the re-building and it 
was finished in 1717 at a cost of about £300. In 1869 the interior was a good deal altered 
and renovated. The old high pews were replaced by new ones and a new organ was built, 
the total cost being about £l,000. Dr. Priestley preached the Dudley Double Lecture here in 
the year 1780, and he was also present at the Lecture in 1787 and 1788. 



MINISTERS. 



JOHN SOUTHWELL . . (?) 1 667- 

WILLIAM WILLETTS . . 1688- 

JOSEPH STOKES . . (?) 1701- 

JAMES HANCOX .... 1733- 
WILLIAM DENNY WOOD 1771- 

JAMES HEWS BRANSBY 1805- 

SAMUEL BACHE .... 1829- 

Went to New Meeting, Birmingham. 
JOHN PALMER. B.A. . 1833- 

RICHARD SHAEN. M.A. . 1852- 



1688 
1700 
1743 
1769 
1804 
1828 
1832 

1852 
1855 



SAMUEL COULTER DAVISON. .Ph. D 

1857-1860 
JOHN THOMAS. M.A. 1860-1861 

MATTHEW GIBSON 1861-1886 

HAROLD RYLETT 1887-1889 

JOHN BRIGGS LLOYD 1890-1892 

ARROWSMITH HYDE SHELLEY 1893-1902 
GEORGE ST. CLAIR. F.Q.S. (pro. tern.) 

1902-1903 
ALFRED THOMPSON 1904- 
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JOHN HIGGS . 



FRANCIS BLACKMOR 
PAUL CARDALE . 
DAVID JONES 
HENRY PROCTER 
CHARLES LLOYD, L 
BENJAMIN KINGSBi 
BENJAMIN DAVIS 
PETER CHARLES 
THOMAS DAVIS . 
WILLIAM WILLIAMf 



Evesham. 



OAT STREET UNITARIAN CHAPEL 

(Formerly Presbyterian Meeting House) 



1 N 1696, and earlier, a Congregation of Protestant Dissenters used a barn and an adjoining 
room behind a house in High Street (now No. 17) as a meeting house, and the freehold 
was bought by the Trustees in 1701. The first minister was the Rev. John Higgs. The 
present chapel was opened in 1737, and the old buildings sold in the following year. In 
1875 the gallery was removed, an organ chamber built and a new organ purchased. Re- 
opening Services were held on April 1 1, 1875. 

MINISTERS 



JOHN HIGGS .... 

FRANCIS BLACKMORE . 
PAUL CARDALE . 
DAVID JONES 
HENRY PROCTER 
CHARLES LLOYD. LL.D. . 
BENJAMIN KINGSBURY . 
BENJAMIN DAVIS . 
PETER CHARLES 
THOMAS DAVIS . 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS. Student 



1714-1728 

/ probably \ 
V before. / 

1728-1730 
1733-1775 

1783 

1783-1788 
1 788- 1 790 
1 790- 1 79 1 
1791-181 1 
1816 



1816-1818 
20 weeks supply. 



JOHN EVANS 1818-1819 

TIMOTHY DAVIS .... 1819-1854 

JOHN CALBRAITH LUNN. F.R.A.S. 

1854-1863 

JOHN GORDON .... 1863-1872 

CHARLES HENRY WELLBELOVED 

1873-1875 

JOHN COLLINS ODGERS. B.A. 

1876-1878 

BENJAMIN LEPARD GREEN 1879-1882 

MICHAEL SMITH DUNBAR. M.A. 

1 883- 1 893 

RUDOLF DAVIS. B.A. 1893-1904 



XI 
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T^HIS meeting house 
by a number 
months before. The 
place. In 1879 ^ ch 
down and enlarged. 
of about £2,600. Th 
and stone staircases 
new windows. The 
used to preach in th 
wood, beautifully car 



GEORGE OSBORN 
ROBERT GENTLEMA 
WILLIAM SEVERN 
JOHN LANE 
J. B. SMITH 
RICHARD FRY 
JOHN TAYLOR 
MATTHEW GIBSON 



Kidderminster. 



NEW MEETING, CHURCH STREET. 



T^HIS meeting house was opened on the l8th October, 1782. The Congregation was founded 
by a number of members of the Old Meeting who left it for doctrinal reasons some 
months before. The old square pews were taken away in 1870 and modern ones put in their 
place. In 1879 ^ chancel was built and a new organ provided ; the vestry was also taken 
down and enlarged. A few years later still more important alterations were made at a cost 
of about £2,600. The chapel was lengthened and an entrance vestibule added, with vestries 
and stone staircases to the galleries. A new ceiling and new roof were put in as well as 
new windows. The schoolrooms were also enlarged. The pulpit from which Richard Baxter 
used to preach in the Parish Church now stands in the New Meeting Vestry. It is made of 
wood, beautifully carved, and bears the date 1621. 



MINISTERS. 



GEORGE OSBORN 


1782-1784 


ROBERT GENTLEMAN 


1 784- 1 795 


WILLIAM SEVERN 


1797-1806 


JOHN LANE 


1807-1809 


J. B. SMITH 


1810-1812 


RICHARD FRY 


1813-1816 


JOHN TAYLOR 


1836-1841 


MATTHEW GIBSON . 


1842-1854 



EDWARD PARRY 1855-1869 

ABRAHAM LUNN 1870-1873 

WILLIAM HENRY FISH. B.A. 1874-1876 
WILLIAM EDWARD MELLONE 1876-1880 
WILLIAM CAREY WALTERS 1880-1887 

JAMES HALL 1888-1890 

EVAN DAVID PRIESTLEY EVANS 

1 890- 1 904 
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KiNGSWOOD. 



KINGSWOOD CHAPEL, HOLLYWOOD. 



T^HE original chapel is believed to have been built shortly after the passing of the Five Mile 
Act, 1665. It was destroyed by fire during the Sacheverell riots, 1715. It was rebuilt 
and again destroyed in the Priestley riots of 1791. The present chapel was built in 1792, 
on a different site. This chapel has never borne a sectarian name, and is known far and 
wide by its local name of "Kingswood Chapel" simply. It is a Presbyterian foundation 
without a doctrinal trust. A burial ground adjoins the chapel, and here are the graves of 
some well-known Birmingham citizens, including several mayors, and the late Dr. Crosskey. 
The names of the earliest ministers are forgotten from about 1670-1766. 



MINISTERS. 



Names lost . . . 

DAVID LEWIS 
GEORGE LEWIS (Assistant) 
JOHN HOBSON 
JOHN TINGCOMBE 
THOMAS MOORE. 
REES LLOYD 
THOMAS EVANS. 



1670-1766 
1 766- 1 783 
1785 
1 787- 1 79 1 
1792-1795 
1 795- 1 809 
1810-1839 
1839-1848 



WILLIAM MOUNTFORD, Ph. D 

WILLIAM BOWEN, M.A. 

JOSEPH HEYWOOD . 

JOHN BIRKS . 

JAMES TAPLIN . 

LINDSEY TAPLIN. M.A. 

JOSEPH HARDINGE MATTHEWS 

1888- 



1 848- 1 850 
1851-1857 
1 857- 1 865 
1 866- 1 870 
1 870- 1 882 
1883-1887 



Lye. 



UNITARIAN CHAPEL, HIGH STREET. 



pROM 1790 to 1792 the Rev. James Scott conducted services in licensed dwelling houses 
on what was known as the Lye Waste. A Unitarian Chapel was opened on the 5th 
January, 1806, and this was the first place of worship ever built in Lye. The present Chapel 
was opened on the lOth December, 1861, and was erected on a piece of land adjoining the 
old one. 

MINISTERS. 



JAMES SCOTT 
WILLIAM BOWEN. M.A. 
WILLIAM COCHRANE 
JAMES KEDWARDS 



1790-1827 
1 828- 1 850 
1 850- 1 866 
1866-1877 



THOMAS BENNETT BROADRICK 

1877-1879 
THOMAS PIPE .... 1880-1891 

Went to Lower Fazeley Street, Birmingham. 
ISAAC WRIGLEY, B.A. 1891- 
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UNITARIA 



TThe first Meeting h 
minister was p 
1807. In 1862 and 18; 
The Oldbury Lecture 
livings in 1662 ; it w 

in 1864. 

[It is much to be regretted 
and it will therefore 



JOHN BRADFORD 
WILLIAM PROCTER 
HERBERT JENKINS 
JAMES FORDYCE (Si 
From 1700 to 169' 



Oldbury. 



UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE. BIRMINGHAM STREET. 



T^HE first Meeting House was built in 1708. In 171 5 the mob set it on fire while the 
minister was preaching. It was re-built for about £300 and opened on the I2th July, 
1807. In 1862 and 1889 considerable sums of money were spent in alterations and improvements. 
The Oldbury Lecture was founded in memory of the ministers who were ejected from their 
livings in 1662; it was delivered every year for more than a century and was discontinued 

in 1864. 

[It is much to be regretted that the death of the Rev. H. McKean took place before his photograph could be taken, 
and it will therefore not be found among those of his fellow ministers in the earlier part of this book). 



JOHN BRADFORD 
WILLIAM PROCTER 
HERBERT JENKINS . 
JAMES FORDYCE (Supply) 



MINISTERS. 



1772-1775 
1776-1807 
1 807- 1 808 
1 808- 1810 



SAMUEL GRIFFITHS 
TIMOTHY DAVIS . 
WILLIAM McKEAN 
HENRY McKEAN . 



181 1-1812 
1812-1845 
1 845- 1 869 
1 858- 1 904 



From 1 700 to 1 697 the Ministers of the Old Meeting, Birmingham, also had charge of this Congregation. 




T^HE Rev. John Bry; 
the first from i 
terian Dissenters as t 
It was pulled down i 
Coleridge preached ft 
In 1839-1840, the Cha 
was restored and en 
beautified, Charles D 
worshipper. A tablet 
shown in the illustra 



Colleagues: - 

JOHN BRYAN. M 
FRANCIS TALLEI 

Mr. Tallents' Assistants: 
JAMES OWEN . 
SAMUEL BENIO 

Col leagues :- 

JOHN GYLES. ^ 
JOHN REYNOLI 



JOB ORTON 
Mr. Orion's Assistants: 
FRANCIS BOU 
MOSES CART] 
JOSEPH FOW 



Shrewsbury. 



FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, HIGH STREET, 



T^HE Rev. John Bryan and the Rev. Francis Tallents were ejected from their livings in 1662 ; 
the first from St. Chad's, and the second from St. Mary's, and were chosen by the Presby- 
terian Dissenters as their Ministers in 1673. The first Meeting House was opened in 1691. 
It was pulled down in the riots on the night of July 6th, 1715. In January, 1798, the poet 
Coleridge preached for some Sundays as a candidate for the office of assistant to Mr. Rowe. 
In 1839-1840, the Chapel was almost entirely rebuilt, as it was considered to be unsafe. It 
was restored and enlarged in 1885, and has recently been further enlarged and greatly 
beautified. Charles Darwin was a member of the Congregation in early life, and a constant 
worshipper. A tablet to his memory is placed on the Chapel wall near the organ, and is 

shown in the illustration opposite. 

MINISTERS. 

Colleagues : 

JOHN BRYAN. M.A. . 
FRANCIS TALLENTS, M.A. 

Mr. Tallents' Assistants :- 

JAMES OWEN .... 
SAMUEL BENION, M.D. . 

Colleagues :— 

JOHN GYLES, M.D. 
JOHN REYNOLDS . 

Dr. Gyles' Assistant: — 

CHARLES BERRY . 

JOB ORTON .... 

Mr. Orton's Assistants: 

FRANCIS BOULT . 
MOSES CARTER 
JOSEPH FOWNES . 





Mr. Fownes' Assistants: 




1673-1699 
1673-1708 


BENJAMIN STAPP 
RALPH HARRISON 


1766-1767 
1769-1771 




JOSEPH SMITH 


1774-1781 


1700-1706 
1 706- 1 708 


PENDLEBURY HOUGHTON 
JOHN ROWE .... 


1781-1787 
1787-1798 


1708-1730 
1708-1718 


Mr. Rowe's Assistant:— 
ARTHUR AIKIN 


1793-1795 




GEORGE AUGUSTUS CASE 


1798-1831 


1721-1741 


RICHARD ASTLEY 


1 83 1 - 1 854 


1741-1766 


JAMES RIDDELL McKEE . 


1854-1873 




EDWARD MYERS, F.G.S. . 


1873-1897 


1743-1746 
1746-1747 
1 748- 1 789 


JAMES CHRISTOPHER STREET 

1897- 




'T^HE Congregation i 
Chaplain, the I 
in the Midlands, and 
by fire. The present 
the Toleration Act. 
old Chapel. There a 
of the old eighteenth 



GEORGE FLOWER 
JOHN EDGE 
BENJAMIN CARPEN 
HERBERT JENKINS 
BENJAMIN CARPEC 
JAMES SCOTT 

Co-Minulen of Stouitridci 

THOMAS WARREN 
ALEXANDER PATI 
JAMES SCOTT (d. i 

Co-Miniflen of Stourbrldi 



Stourbridge. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL, HIGH STREET. 



^T^HE Congregation was founded about 1697, by Philip Foley, Esq., of Prestwood, and his 
Chaplain, the Rev. James Flower. In 171 5 a spirit of enmity broke out against Dissenters 
in the Midlands, and during a riot in Stourbridge the furniture of the Chapel was destroyed 
by fire. The present Chapel was opened on July 5th, 1788, the centenary of the passing of 
the Toleration Act. The pews were new, but the wainscotting of the building is that of the 
old Chapel. There are few other Chapels which have retained so exactly the characteristics 
of the old eighteenth century Meeting Houses. 

MINISTERS. 



GEORGE FLOWER 
JOHN EDGE 

BENJAMIN CARPENTER 
HERBERT JENKINS . 
BENJAMIN CARPENTER 
JAMES SCOTT 

Co-Ministers of Stourbridge and Netherend 

THOMAS WARREN 
ALEXANDER PATERSON 
JAMES SCOTT (d. 1827) 

Co-Ministert of Stourbridge and Netherend 



.) 



'.} 



1698-1733 
1734-1777 
1778-1795 
1796-1806 

1807-1816 

1817-1821 
1822-1827 



ALEXANDER PATERSON. M.A. 1822-1852 
ALFRED WILLIAM WORTHINGTON 

1852- 

JOHN DENDY. B.A. 

ROBERT HENRY GIBSON, B.A. 



1855 
1855-1858 



1858- 
1862- 
1884- 



DAYID MAGINNIS 

ARTHUR WILLIAM TIMMIS . 

ARTHUR HERMANN THOMAS. B.A. 

1902- 



1860 
1884 
1901 



■I 



T^HIS Chapel was bu 
outside, at a co 
the help of Mr. Birks, 
Minister of this chapel 
during a part of the : 



EDMUND TAYLOR 
HENRY ROUGHLEY 
JONAH MALKIN . 
JOHN BYNG 
JOHN OWEN . 
WILLIAM PARKINSO 
THOMAS BOWRING 



Tamworth. 



UNITARIAN CHAPEL, COLEHILL. 



^T^HIS Chapel was built in Colehill in 1724. It was restored in 1879-80, both inside and 
outside, at a cost of about £525. A new organ was placed in the building through 
the help of Mr. Birks, who took the responsibility of raising the money to pay for it. The 
Minister of this chapel gives a portion of his time to the one at Atherstone, preaching there 
during a pari of the year, which, at present, is fixed at once a month. 

MINISTERS. 



EDMUND TAYLOR 


1 695- 


1702 


HENRY ROUGHLEY . 


1 704- 


1708 


JONAH MALKIN . 


1731- 


1766 


JOHN BYNG .... 


1 768- 


1827 


JOHN OWEN .... 


1 82 1 - 


1837 


WILLIAM PARKINSON 


1837- 


1857 


THOMAS BOWRING . 


1857- 


■1862 



CHARLES FREDERICK BISS . 1864-1866 

JOHN DEAN 1868-1878 

RICHARD ELLIOTT BIRKS 1879-1882 

WILLIAM ROBINSON 1883-1885 

FREDERICK TEASDALE REED 1885-1887 

JOHN HOWARD .... 1887-1901 

FREDERICK WALTER EMMS 1901- 



Walsall. 



UNITARIAN FREE CHURCH, STAFFORD STREET. 



T^HE original Presbyterian meeting house was situated off the High Street, and was destroyed in 
a riot early in the l8th century. After being rebuilt it was damaged in 1743 when John Wesley 
first visited Walsall, and again in 175 1. In 1827 the present building in Stafford Street was 
opened, and was then called Christ's Chapel. A house in Rushall Street belongs to the 
Congregation. It was licensed for public worship in 1737 when occupied by Mr. Warner 
(see below). It is now let as a shop. 



MINISTERS. 



JOHN GODLY 

JAMES WARNER 

JOHN DOBSON 

JOHN WINTER 

DAVID JONES 

NOAH JONES 

THOMAS EBENEZER BEASLEY 

BENJAMIN DAVIS 
THOMAS MOORE 
THOMAS BOWEN 



1710- 
1741 



1741-1743 



1762 



1762-1784 

1786-1789 
1789-1790 
1 790- 1 794 
1 794- 1 820 



ABRAHAM MANLEY. 
THOMAS BOWEN (2nd time) 
WILLIAM McKEAN 
JAMES CAUTY SMITH . 
EDWARD MYERS. F.G.S. . 

Went to Birmingham. 
JOHN OMER SQUIER 

Chapel closed. 
WILLIAM WYNN ROBINSON 
PETER DEAN .... 

WILLIAM FREDERIC TURLAND 



1820- 
1823- 
1838- 
1851- 
1852- 



1822 
1838 
1845 
1852 
I860 



1861-1867 



1871- 
1876- 



1875 
1901 



1 902- 1 904 



ai 



UI 



A 



Presbyterian Cor 

meeting house, 
the addition of a chanc 
organ. At the ordinati< 
preached by Dr. Priest I 
Sunday school sermon. 



JOHN WILSON 
JOSEPH CARPENTER 
JAMES KETTLE . 
BENJAMIN KINGSBUF 

Went to Evesham. 
WILLIAM FIELD . 

Also at Kenilworth. 
HENRY ASHTON MEE 



Warwick. 



RIAN CHAPEU HIGH STREET. 



ion existed here about l66o, but little is known about the first 
►resent Chapel was built in 1780. It was enlarged in 1863 by 
nmunion rails, reading desk, etc., and a present was made of an 
nee of the Rev. William Field (see below), the sermon was 
o went over to Warwick on the previous day to preach the 



MINISTERS. 



1 69 1 - 1 695 
I 71 5-1 744 
1746-1785 
1786-1789 

1789-1843 

1843-1845 



THOMAS LETHBRIDGE MARSHALL 

1 846- 1 852 
DANIEL DAVIES JEREMY. M.A. 

Also at Kenilworlh. 
PERCY BAKEWELL. B.A. 
JOHN WILLIAM LAKE 
BENJAMIN KIRKMAN GRAY 
ALFRED MULLER HOLDEN . 



1853-1860 
1861-1862 
1862-1893 
1 894- 1 897 
1898- 



jir% 



'•^-'^y'JiLt^^ 



.ft^wf »« 



West Bromwich. 



LODGE ROAD CHURCH. 



As the first step towards the founding of this Church a piece of ground was bought in 
1871, and about £350 was promised towards the cost of the ground and the building. 
The Church was opened on the 26th April, 1875, and cost about £1,400. Services had been 
previously conducted by Mr. Harrison in St. George's Hall under the auspices of the Midland 
Christian Union. He became the minister of the Church in 1876, and continued in that post 
till June, 1895, when he was appointed Missionary Agent for the Union. 



MINISTERS. 



JOHN HARRISON 



1874-1895 



EDWARD WILLIAM LUMMIS. M.A 

1 895- 1 898 



FREDERICK AUGUSTUS HOMER 



ELLISON A. VOYSEY, M.A. . 



1 898- 1 902 
1902- 
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'TpHE founder of this < 
at Greenend aftei 
public worship in Augi 
1893, when the new nan 
who made a present of 
church was opened in H 
lo the Midlands by the 
of the Midland Christi; 



WILLIAM CAREY W/ 
FREDERICK SYDNEY 
ALFRED LANCASTE 
WALTER REYNOLD! 
OWEN JAMES JON 



Whitchurch. 



CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR. HIGHGATE. 



HPhe founder of this Congregation was the Rev. W. Carey Walters, who left the Baptists 
at Greenend after a short ministry in 1877. An Iron Church was built and opened for 
public worship in August of the same year. It was called the Free Christian Church till 
1893, when the new name was adopted in accordance with the wishes of Mr. and Mrs. Gresty, 
who made a present of the site with some adjoining property. The Schoolhouse behind the 
church was opened in 1880. The Rev. G. Eyre Evans mentioned below has done good service 
to the Midlands by the publication, in 1899, of his "History of the Congregations on the Roll 
of the Midland Christian Union." 

MINISTERS. 



WILLIAM CAREY WALTERS 
FREDERICK SYDNEY MORRIS 
ALFRED LANCASTER 
WALTER REYNOLDS. B.A. . 
OWEN JAMES JONES . 



1877-1879 

1880- 

1 88 1 - 1 882 

1 883- 1 884 

1885-1887 



GEORGE EYRE EVANS . 1889-1897 

WILLIAM FREDERIC TURLAND 

1897-1902 

CHARLES DAVIES BADLAND. M.A. 

1902- 
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Wolverhampton- 



ALL SOULS' CHURCH BATH ROAD. 



HPhe first Meeting House was in John Street, and was conveyed on October 20tli, 1701. The 
Congregation was turned out by litigation in 1817, and assembled in a hired schoolroom 
until 183 1. Snow Hill Chapel was opened for public worship on November iSth, 1831, and 
sold in December, 1898; services were afterwards held in the iron schoolroom. The present 
building. All Souls' Church, was formally opened on September 7th, 1902. 



MINISTERS. 



JOHN STREET. 
JOHN STUBBS 
PHILLIP HOLLAND 
JOHN COLE 
SAMUEL GRIFFITHS . 
NICHOLAS SHATTOCK 
JOHN SMALL 
JOHN STEWARD . 



1701-1740 
1745-1754 
1759-1781 
1 782- 1 804 
1804-181 1 
181 1-1812 
1814- 



SNOW HILL. 

JOSEPH PEARSON, trustee, preached in 
the morning, and neighbouring iiministers* in the 
evening, in hired schoolroom 1817-1 830 

STEPHENSON HUNTER . 1830-1860 

THOMAS HUGH MARSHALL SCOTT. M.A. 

1861-1864 



CHARLES FREDERICK BISS . 1865-1870 

EDWARD MYERS. F.G.S. . 1870-1873 

WILLIAM AGAR .... 1874-1877 

WILLIAM BIRKS .... 1878-1882 

Closed 1883-1885 

GEORGE HENRY SMITH . 1886-1892 

LEOPOLD GEORGE HARRIS CROOK 

1 892- 1 895 

JOHN HARRISON 1895-1898 

Interregnum about 15 months to May, 1900. 

BATH ROAD. 

Supplies . May 1900- March. 1901 

JAMES BELLAMY HIGHAM.B.A. 1901- 
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Pianos. 



lANS APPRECIATE THE 



-Id-v^ide fame as the composer of **The Holy City," says: 

rkmanship in each case was of very high finish as regards case and 
action contains new features: all decided improvements." 
is thoroughly musical. 



Conductor of the Halford Concerts, says: 

Iberkla" is one of the sweetest toned instruments I have heard." 



onductor of the City Choral Society, says: 

-e perfectly made, and possess tonal qualities only found in Pianos by 



irs. 



KLET FOR THE ASKING. 



:y ^ SON, 



OPPOSITE 
LEWIS'S, 



Birmingham 



^REFUI-I-Y NOTE ADDRESS. 



THE AMALGAMATED THRIFT BUILDING SOCIETY 

iPERMANENTi, 

Offices : Prudential Buildings (2nd Floor), I 

" '^rsr "" CORPORATION STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 



Open Daily from ^-30 to 4-30; Saturdays from 9-30 to I. 



d 



DEPOSITS received in large or 
small amounts. 

Withdrawals at short notice. 

Interest H. per eent. on £1 to £20. and 4 per 
cent, on £20 and upwards. 

No Entrance Fees, Fines or Expenses. 



ADVANCES at Interest prompily 
made upon Mortgage of Freehold, 
Leasehold or Copyhold Property. 



Repayable by easy Monthly 
Instalments. 



PROSPECTUS and every information may be obtained 
on application to 



p. p. DUTFIELD, Secretary. I 



Memorial Brasses. 



7M 



^J0ST 



AT.L 



. LOVING F 

iE ABOVE ^INDO^v;-' If^ Jtl^EOTED IN 
itmVh mnv:,!^-. ; . OE OF HIM 
THE EMPLGyiH THE Fll\A\. 



AHrifj 



mm 



m^., 



ENGRAVED AND CARVED BRASSES TO ANY DESIGN OR SIZE. 



NAME I'LATES OH Al-L DESCRIPTIONS. ENGRA\'ING. LETTER CLITTING. ETC. 



FRANK BAKER, 28 and 29, ST. pauls square, BIRMINGHAM. 

London Office: F. A. Jury. 3. Rudgf Kau; Cannon SlriTl. E.C. 



Edward COND, Carriage Builder. -,..„,,.« 

,ui. J.K. sk.ph.td,. CHEAPSIDE, BIRMINGHAM. 



S10UTtBR(DC£ 



J^otor <Sar Sodifs buifl lo order. 




A l&rge assorlmcDt ot Brough&mk. Landaus. Landau lettes. Vii:lorias. S^c. and Two-wh«cl«d 
Vehicles always in slock. 



% 
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